WESTFJORDS - BALDUR FERRY LOOP
The Southern Two-Day
Holmavik to the ferry, by way of the puffins

Two days across the south-west Westfjords, entering overland from
Hélmavik and leaving on the Baldur ferry into Sneefellsnes. Latrabjarg
falls in the evening light of Day 1; Day 2 is a slow morning and the boat.

Distance ~430 km + 2.5 hr crossing Surface paved except Rtes 612 / 614  Sleep Breidavik

Season July - puffins to ~3rd week Aug

Holmavik - Breidavik, via Dynjandi

» Open full Day 1 route in Google Maps

Google letters the destinations only — Hélmavik is the unlettered start (e). Markers A-F below match its pins.

08:00 start

(> Hélmavik
Fuel and coffee, then go — the early start is what makes the evening cliffs possible. Skip the
Sorcery Museum on this version; it opens at 09:00 and the day is long.

09:30 -150km - 2.5hr

@ Hellulaug, Flokalundur

A natural rock pool metres above the shoreline, ~38-40 °C, open all hours, honesty box.
Twenty minutes over Steingrimsfjardarheidi and the rebuilt Route 60 to get here.

| Busy by afternoon — you're passing at the good hour. First thing to cut if you're behind.

12:45 -65km-1.25hr

QDynjandi ROADWORKS 2026

The finest single sight in the Westfjords: 100 m of water fanning down a stepped face, with six
smaller falls along a ~20-minute walk to the top. Allow 1.5 hours. Paid parking, toilets, no food
— eat the lunch you carried.

Route 60 over Dynjandisheidi is an active work zone — the final phase, ~7.2 km of new roadbed, through
~end Sept 2026. Expect blasting stops and pilot-car waits on the upper section near 300 m; no closure
times are published, so check umferdin.is that morning. You cross the zone twice — up to Dynjandi and
back down for Gardar — so double whatever delay you budget. The boat is safe regardless: Day 2 runs
over Kleifaheidi and never touches these works.


https://www.google.com/maps/dir/65.7015,-21.6852/65.5772,-23.1597/65.7326,-23.1986/65.5168,-23.8368/65.5978,-24.0005/65.5500,-24.3518/65.5026,-24.5317
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.7015,-21.6852
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.5772,-23.1597
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.7326,-23.1986
https://umferdin.is/

15:00 on route

e Gardar BA 64

Iceland's oldest steel ship, beached on purpose in 1981 and rusting at the fjord head. Ten
minutes, free to pull up, better in flat light than bright sun. Seals sometimes in the lagoon.

16:45 fuel - shop

oPatreksfj(’irﬁur LAST SUPPLIES

Last reliable fuel and the last real grocery before you go west. Fill the tank and buy tomorrow's
breakfast and lunch. Then the surface turns to gravel.

18:30 -~48km:1.25hr

O Breivavik

Hotel, cabins and campground on a golden bay, 12 km from the cliffs — the whole reason to
sleep out here rather than back in town. The restaurant is the only kitchen for miles and well
liked; eat early, before the cliff run.

» EVENING — THE PUFFIN SHIFT

@ Latrabjarg
Two unhurried hours on Europe's largest bird cliff, in low gold light with the buses gone

and the puffins at arm's length. A 20-minute drive each way from the hotel; back well
before dark in July.

| The edge is undercut and unfenced — people have died here. Lie down to look over, never lean.

Raudasandur & the 14:00 ferry

» Open full Day 2 route in Google Maps

Breidavik is the unlettered start again, so A is Raudasandur and B is Brjanslaekur. The ferry crossing isn't a driving point, so it
has no letter.

09:00 ~-35km-1hr

° Raudasandur rre 614 GraveL

Ten kilometres of shell-sand running red to gold, backed by a lagoon and a black church. Allow
2.5 hours: it runs about half an hour on foot each way to get properly out onto the flats, then
the seal colony at low tide, then coffee and cake at Franska kaffihusid by the church. Leave by
11:30 and the ferry looks after itself.

You park above the beach and walk — there's no driving onto the sand. Two lots: the café by the church, or
the Melanes campsite at the road's end. From Melanes you cross a shallow stream on foot, so expect to
wade and carry something you don't mind soaking. Navigate to the beach / Melanes end — the default
"Raudisandur" pin drops you short. Note the two spellings, Raudisandur and Raudasandur; paper maps
often show only the farm names (Melanes, Saurbeer) and the 614. Route 614 in is a steep gravel
switchback; low gear, slow, unpleasant in rain.



https://www.google.com/maps/dir/65.5500,-24.3518/65.4654,-23.9878/65.5301,-23.1899
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.5168,-23.8368
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.5978,-24.0005
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.5500,-24.3518
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.5026,-24.5317
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.4654,-23.9878

12:45 -65km - 1.25hr

@ Brjanslekur — ferry terminal

Back over Kleifaheidi with margin in hand. Check in at 13:30, 30 minutes before sailing. It's a
pier and a small terminal — no restrooms at the port, so stop before you arrive.

This 45-minute buffer protects the whole plan. One sailing can mean no second chance — treat the time as
spent, not spare. The morning's spare hour is now committed to the beach, so 11:30 off the sand is the
number that matters; slip past it and you're eating this buffer.

14:00 2.5 hr crossing
Ferry - Stykkishélmur

Stay on deck leaving Brjansleekur — the run out through the islands of Breidafjordur, calling at
Flatey, is the best part. Café aboard. Lands you two hours from Reykjavik, or sleep in
Stykkishélmur and take Snaefellsnes in the morning.

CONFIRM BEFORE THE DAY

e The sailing. Book car-deck space now — late July sells out — and confirm your departure is
a through crossing to Stykkishélmur, not a Flatey-only round trip. Schedules at ferja.is.

e The road. Dynjandisheidi (Rte 60) roadworks and any wind closures — umferdin.is, the
morning of.

e The weather. vedur.is. If the cliffs fog in on Day 1 evening, go at 06:30 instead and drop
Raudasandur — its colour is weather-dependent anyway, and Latrabjarg isn't replaceable.

Times and distances are approximate and rounded; mapping apps run optimistic on Westfjords gravel. Map links open in Google
Maps. Verify ferry, road and weather at the sources above before committing.


https://www.ferja.is/
https://www.umferdin.is/
https://www.vedur.is/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.5301,-23.1899
https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=65.0778,-22.7236

